


ADDENDUM TO THE
UNITED NATIONS MEDICAL DIRECTORS INFLUENZA PANDEMIC GUIDELINES

ISSUED ON 15 MAY 2008

(ISSUED 19th SEPTEMBER 2008)

Since the publication of the “United Nations Medical Director Influenza Pandemic Guidelines” on 15 
May 2008, the Medical Director has received some questions concerning the extension of UN held 
stockpiles of oseltamivir (Tamiflu).  In response to this, this addendum was prepared to clarify the 
relevant portions of the guidelines.

Page 69, last paragraph. The paragraph is revised to read: 

“Extensive recent testing done on national stockpiles in the USA by the Food and Drug 
Administration (FDA), have shown that Tamiflu capsules are relatively stable when stored in the 
correct conditions as above, and decisions have already been taken to extend the shelf-life of initial 
US government stocks of Tamiflu capsules by a further two years.”

Page 70, 1st paragraph. This paragraph is revised to read: 

”The UN Medical Directors have closely evaluated the procedures followed by the FDA, and have 
decided that the expiry date of UN held stockpiles of Tamiflu capsules may also be extended by two 
years, provided that the storage conditions of the capsules are known to have met the 
manufacturers recommendations as described above. This extension of shelf-life applies only to the 
capsule form of Tamiflu, and not to the powder form (used for oral suspension). The powder form 
of Tamiflu must either be replaced at the end of its shelf-life, or substituted with paediatric strength 
Tamiflu capsules which have a longer shelf-life.”

Page 70, 2nd paragraph. This paragraph is revised to read: 

”If storage conditions have not met the above conditions, the manufacturer is able to perform tests 
on the Tamiflu capsules to determine the efficacy of the medication, and if results are satisfactory, 
the shelf life of the capsules could also be extended.”
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